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Memorandum on Sikh Representation submitted by the CHIEF KHALSA DIWAtf,

Amritsar.

This memorandum is submitted, on behalf of tho
Sikh community, in accordance with the invitation,
issued by the Royal Indian Statutory Commission in
their notification No. F-143/28, dated 8th March,
1928. It is not intended to be a complete review-of the
system of Government which at present prevails in this
country, nor does it purport to deal with all the
questions which fall within the scope of the enquiry
on which the Commission are now engaged. It is pro-
posed to set out in this memorandum the views of the
Sikh community on such matters as particularly
concern them or which are closely connected with such
matters.

2.  Before, however, dealing with these matters, it
seems necessary to make a retrospective review of
the treatment accorded to the Sikh community in the
past.   Without this, it is feared, the grievances of the
community will not be fully appreciated, and the case
of the community is likely to be seriously prejudiced.
It is needless to say that the Sikhs are a virile, young
community who have, in the past, cared more for
shouldering the burdens and responsibilities of the
Empire than for political agitation for reforms. They
have been profusely spilling their blood in defence of
their country against foreign aggression and internal
turmoil, and fighting for the Empire in all quarters
of the globe.   It is not necessary to amplify upon this
subject.    The Sikhs have received a rude shock by
having had to realise that, when time came for the
extension of reforms in the administration of the
country, those who talked loudest and manoeuvred
agitation could alone be listened to only if they couid
put up an appearance of a " United demand."    It
seems to  be exactly in this latter spirit that the
Lucknow   Compact   of   the   Congress   and   Muslim
League was approached by the authors of the Mont-
ford Scheme of Reforms in the winter of 1917-18.   It
is not proposed to -deal exhaustively here with all the
efforts which the Sikh community put up to have
their case considered on its merits, but it is necessary
to state that in all stages of the enquiries, whether
in India or finally in England, they were often met
with the reply that the Congress League Compact of
Lucknow stood in the way of the just recognition of
their claims, in spite of the fact that the Sikhs were
neither parties to it nor were they even consulted by
those who were responsible for drawing it up.   Copies
of- the memoranda,  which were then submitted on
behalf 'of the  Sikh  community,   attained  hereunto
(annexures A, B, C and D),* would sufficiently explain
the position which then existed.   It is now a matter
of some relief that both Hindus and Mahomedans,
who were then responsible for such an inequitable
division of power among themselves, purely on the
basis of negotiation, as remarked in the Montford
Report, have found the Compact faulty, and have
now repudiated it, though from their different stand-
points and for reasons of their own.   Certain further
schemes are now being drawn up, again by negotia-
tion.   In these schemes also Sikh interests are being
ignored.   It is therefore necessary to strike a note of
warning at the  outset against any  such plausible
scEem.es of division of power being now accepted unless
these make due provision for all interests and parties.

3.  Sikhs are a young community, with a strong
dynamic force running through their nerves, which
fortifies them to (suffer and die for a just cause, but
they are also of a most democratic frame.    Of the
three main communities inhabiting the Punjab they
are the most literate and were its rulers before the
advent  of the  British.    They occupy the highest
economic status in the Punjab, to whose revenues
they contribute the most.    They have the highest
stake in the country, and cannot entertain the idea
of having to live at the mercy of the two sister com-
munities   in   the   province.     Their   political   and
economic importance cannot be exaggerated*    It is

* Not printed.

therefore necessary not only in the interests of the suc-
cess of the scheme which the Parliament may event-
ually evolve for the governance of this country, but
also for the harmonious development and advance of
this country towards responsible government, that all
these aspects are scrupulously kept in view when the
scheme is prepared and matured.
4.  When saying all this, the Sikhs do not wish to
make any ^proposals in a spirit of narrowmindedness.
They are fully aware of the essentials of a healthy
national growth in the country.     While anxious to
maintain   their   individuality   as   a  separate   com-
munity, they are always ready to co-operate with
their sister communities for the development of a
united nation.   They would therefore be the first to
welcome a declaration that no considerations of caste
or religion shall affect the matter of organisation of
a national government in the country.     They are
prepared to stand on merit alone, provided they, in
common  with  others,  are  permitted  to grow,  un-
hampered by any "impediments, in the way of reser-
vations for any other community. Some other commu-
nities, however, still seem to persist in one form or
other for the recognition of religious factions in the
constitution of the country, and, if their claims aie
recognised    and    creed    forms    an    integral    part
of   the   basis   of   representation   in   the   adminis-
stration   of   the   country,    the   Sikhs    apprehend
danger to their very existence, unless adequate safe-
guards   are   provided  for   them.   The   tyranny   of
majority is an expression not wholly unknown in tLe
political history of the world, and when such majority
is based on religion, the extent to which such tyranny
might go is unlimited.   A simple case may perhaps be
quoted how that has taken place in the Punjab Legis-
lative Council under the existing constitution.
5.  The Mahomedan community forms majority of
the population of this  province,  and Hindus and
Sikhs are minorities, being only about 32 and 11 per
cent,  of the  population.    Although as a majority
community, Mahcmedans were not under the neces-
sity of any safeguards for theit protection, yet they
succeeded, by clever manoeuvring and in the absence
of Sikhs,  to secure for themselves separate electo-
rates in the Punjab, with half the elected seats,
amongst the Indian population, to be reserved for
them, in the Lucknow Compact, which surprised even
the authors of the Montford Report (page 105).   In
spite of strong protests against this proposal, more
particularly on behalf of the Sikhs, whose existence
was absolutely ignored in this Pact, and warnings
addressed to the authorities against the creation of
a standing religious majority, against not only each
of the other two communities in the province, but
even against a combination of both, this proportion
was secured to the Mahomedans in the province under
the constitution framed.   The result has been most
disastrous, not only to the natural growth of national
feeling in the province,  put in many other ways.
Secure against any defeat by the other communities,
or even against their combined strength, the Mahome-
dan minister, backed by his co-religionists in the
Council and often by Government, which had to de-
pend upon this Mahomedan majority for its own
maintenance, trampled the cherished rights of the
other communities under his feet.   Even Government
was defied at times by this majority, and, was inso-
lently told that ita very existence could be made im-
possible by the Mahomedans, upon whose vote it had
to rely so much for its continuance.
6.  The passing of the Sikh Gurdwaras and Shrines
Act of 1922 is a case in, point.   It is not intended to
give a history of the struggle that the Sikhs had to
make to rescue their holy places from the clutches of
immoral and extravagant Mahants and priests.   De-
spairing of all legal efforts that they had made for
over half a century under the existing laws, the Sikhs
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